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military departments were able to do research at only a very modest level through most of the 1930s.    National security ranked well below agriculture and only a little above natural resources in terms of federal support of intramural R&D.7
Universities
Although their development came late in the nation's experience,  U.S.   universities had clearly emerged by the 1930s as the national home of basic research.    Coward the close of the 1800s,  the universities had adopted and very quickly begun to improve on the German model,  especially in diversity and number of  institutions.     They began to compete intensively for faculty and eminence,  and after 1900  strong and specialized university departments, laboratories,   and research libraries began to emerge.7"10
The best scientists taught at a small number of universities, where they did research supported mainly by university funds from state or private sources.    University research was also supported in part by the professors themselves,   and they did not account to anyone for their time or for minor expenditures.
Industry
By the late 1930s industrial research had become the showpiece of U.S. applied science. After World War I/ research laboratories began to appear in the corporations of the United States.11 More and more businesses found science not only a useful tool in testing and production but also a source of innovation and diversification.  In some cases, most notably the chemical and electrical manufacturing companies, research occupied a prominent position.  In the battle for long-term support, however, industrial scientists became much more aware of the need to shape explicit arguments for basic research than did their counterparts in the universities. Even with the most enlightened management, an industrial research laboratory could devote little of its resources to basic research for the sake of science. Industrial scientists eventually had to adapt their research strategies to the mission of the company.
Occasionally, as with the National Research Fund in the 1920s, corporations had organized to give directand oversight of the laboratories were contro! by the senators and representatives whose congression committees had jurisdiction over the parent agencies i the short term, replacement of worn and obsolete equipment by state-of-the-art equipment and, in the long term, _a_.of the issue;   describe the differing assump-eparing
